I've always enjoyed Fonts. When I was in hi g Sthool taking
note S, I'd Sometimes cregte Yonts instead of dooAling. I'd
wnite all of the letters asneatlyas I could, S-l:g/inﬂ £hem in

Al FRerent ways. While T tried +o be neat, I also liked the ideq
of hanAwritten Yonts. I'm not gshamed to amit that T was q
Fmt of Comi Sans back in the day and I've been q Fom of Apple's
chaltboard and Marker Felt gs well. T was bumme A when (0S 7
took all the Fum ovt of the Votes app and banishe A Marker Fele
+o the dvmpster.

I really like hanAuwriting fonts sor -l:hinﬂ.s that are not inkenAe A
+o be. Fina/ - quitk note s, drafe diagrams, short passages — and
I've always, always, always wanted to create q Font ovt of my
on hanAwriting. In the past that would require drauing the
Fonts pixel —Lg—Pi xel or vector-by—vector with q mouse, whith
wa S not Something I wonte A +o inve_s-l: in Luck(ly -be.c.hnoloﬂg has
aAvance A and making a font is as e_qsg as ¥illing ovt q
template and taking q picture of it 05‘"5 a ool ?cql/e_/\
Font(raftey.

The protess starks by printing and ¥illing ovt a template. Each
character (s written (yes, by hamd) three £imes - once vppertase,
once. lowertase, and one more £ime elther way. Yov ake q
plcture of the completed template and vpload it into
FPontrafter, tune the characters, and e_ne_r‘cu:e_ the Yont. Once
the Sont (s 5e.ne.r‘q4:e.o\ ap veview of df -F’-Ft_r‘e_n-l: Phrqse_s (s Pr‘ow/\e_/\
as well as a ¥ree text ¥ e_/o\ +o tpe Your on +ext into For
te_s-bmﬂ I¥ you don't like the Font, you con 9° back , adjust, and
r‘e_se_ne_rqte_ ngm

All in all T spent qbovt e hours tuning my Font. That's longer
than T inkended, but I'm happy with the ovtput. T had +o print
+Wo templates because T didn't align the letters corvectly the
First €ime, and had +o take mvltiple photos to capture the



sheet dearly so that dust, dirt, and shadows were not
r‘e.coﬂni%e_)\ as tharactess. Pro ips: take the iMage in q bright
looM So that the Lontlast is hi gh (b ght whites, dart- blacks, no
5r‘q/\ie_n-bs) and don't put £he pape sl on top of anything that com
Shol thfough. OnLe the iIMage was iMporte A T had +o eAit each
character o remove svperflvovs mart-s, ¥ix baselines, and
redraw charactess (notably 4 and y) that had their +ails w
of¥.

ForntCraFter makes it easy to do all of his in q loop — generake
the Font, inspect the ovtput, go back and reconfigure the
se_t—binﬂs ) and repeat untll you're satistied. The Final Font con
be exporteA as Trve Type, Open Type, Web Fort, BASEL, or q 2(p
¥tle of all Four.Yov com even Sove the se_t-binﬂs as ISOV +o +tune
the font lgter. That's exactly what T did afeer writing the
First drafe of this passage: T adjusted averall quc.inﬂ and pulleA
My apostrophe.S down o look more natural, re_sultinﬂ in q Version
2.0 of my ¥ont.

I+'s been ¥un to wnte q post u.sinﬂ my on hcm/\wn'-bins. While T'd
love For you to see this Font in the post, my Werdpress
subscripeion level doesn't allow i£. The best T can do is provide an
iMage of what 1t look s like n practice and promise that I wrote
moSt of this in Pages in my oun 'hqn/\wri-binﬂ'. One thinﬂ The
noticed aqbovt my Font is that it doesn't Suppore bolA or ttalic
Styling but can be underlineA or struck thfough. I'm not +oo Sad
abovt £, as It'S From q Free tool. The Iiﬂqwre_ Version of the
Font alSo vafies the (haraitess as you +ye, So r‘e_Pe.q-binq
letters in a wolA like ‘peer' cycles between e styles of 'e!,
maok( ar tt look q bi+ more natural.

T won't use. this Font too much, but Il continue +o resine it.
Mawpe I create some more vafigtions like q Super neat one
and maybe rsive.



